INTERDISCIPLINARY SEMINAR: RELIGION AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACROSS THE LIFE COURSE: UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES AND SOCIAL INNOVATION
Led by Dr. Ellen Idler, Director of the Religion and Public Health Collaborative

Emory University’s Center for Faculty Development and Excellence (CFDE) and Religion and Public Health Collaborative (RPHC) announce an Interdisciplinary Seminar for 2009-10.  The seminar is one of the CFDE's Interdisciplinary University Seminars that attracts faculty from a variety of units across the University. 
The RPHC brings together Emory's strong researchers and scholars in public health, theology, religious studies, nursing, medicine, and the social sciences to engage in dialogue across the disciplines on the intersections of religion and public health.  Much of the contemporary research on religion and health has tended to emphasize the links of the health and well-being of individuals to their own private religious beliefs.  We hope to expand the field from its focus on the individual level to a focus on processes that take place at the level of small social groups and larger social environments, as well as across the life course of the individuals in them.  Emory University is a uniquely rich environment for such a conversation.  Humanists, scientists, social scientists, and clinical researchers are all welcome to apply.

The Seminar will focus on two key themes. First, the seminar will direct its attention to the unintended, or inadvertent, effects of historical and contemporary religious practices such as dietary proscriptions, circumcision, or meditation, undertaken because they are practices of faith, not of health.  Such practices are characteristics of individual decisions and lifestyles, but they also serve to mark individuals as members of groups - by defining social boundaries, identities, and a set of social ties that provides an opportunity for giving and receiving both social support and discipline.  In religiously pluralistic societies such as our own, individuals select themselves into or out of religious groups with relative freedom, thereby amplifying the unintended health benefits of adhering to prescribed religious practices.

Second, we will attempt to draw out a largely unwritten, but fascinating chapter in the story of religion's role in the health care system: as the source of inspired innovation in the creation of entirely new types of health care and voluntary institutions that provide care for underserved populations and promote public health.  Religious groups or religiously inspired individuals were the founders of the modern hospice, early old age homes and today's continuing care retirement communities, the L'Arche homes for the cognitively impaired and disabled, Heifer International, providing livestock to families for nutrition and agriculture, the La Leche League that encourages breastfeeding, parish nursing, the Berega Orphanage of Tanzania that provides care for orphaned infants and education for their big sister caregivers, the Wheat Ridge Tuberculosis Sanitarium, and many others.  Some are simple, one-of-a-kind institutions, while others have become models for care and spread around the globe.

Please join us in exploring the intersection of religion and public health at all stages of the life course: 
· Meetings dates are on the following Tuesdays, beginning at 4:00 p.m.: 
September 15, October 20, November 17, February 16, March 16, and April 20.  
· The meetings will convene in Room 5C, 1599 Clifton Rd.

· Each meeting will feature a brief profile of an innovative religion/public health institution (10 minutes), followed by a presentation / discussion of work by a member of the seminar related to any of the above themes (50 minutes).
· Refreshments and continuing conversation will begin at 5:00.

· Suggested readings will be posted on Blackboard prior to the session.

· Up to 36 participants will be accommodated.  Should space be available, faculty members may nominate a graduate student for attendance at the seminar.

· Slide presentations are encouraged.  Presentations and discussion may be filmed.

To apply, please send a short cv and a paragraph about your interest in work related to the theme to Susan Landskroener, Project Coordinator, RPHC (slandsk@emory.edu).  Faculty members who are interested in making a formal presentation of their relevant work at one of the six sessions should also submit a description of the specific topic they would present.  We will attempt to represent as many disciplines as possible in the presentations; if your proposal is not selected for presentation, we hope you will be willing to participate in the seminar as a discussant.  The deadline for all applications is September 1, 2009.
