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Health & Healing: Understanding the Role of Religion
Religion: REL 358
Theology: SR 698
Public Health: GH 590R

Candler Library 124, 2:30-5:30 p.m. Tuesdays

Professor: Joyce Burkhalter Flueckiger,  
Department of Religion, reljbf@emory.edu; 404-727-4642
Teaching Assistant: Annie Hardison-Moody
Graduate Division of Religion, ahardis@emory.edu
This course has been developed as part of the Religion & Health Collaborative of the Religions and the Human Spirit Strategic Initiative. This Collaborative approaches the intersection of religion and health through three foci: religion as health, religion and health in partnership, religion and health in tension. This class will examine and expand these intersections.

This interdisciplinary course is cross-listed with the College, Rollins School of Public Health, and Candler School of Theology. Each disciplinary perspective will contribute unique perspectives to the study of the intersection of health, healing, and religion. Students will have the opportunity to pursue unique disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives in a final research paper. 

Course Objectives

· to introduce the academic study of religion in the context of health and healing, to develop a religious imagination that enables a critical empathy and understanding of the religious and healing/health traditions of others

· to introduce a way of thinking rather than a specific body of knowledge or skill set

· to recognize cues for where religion matters in health and healing contexts of the individual, family,  and community
· to begin to acquire an interreligious and cultural literacy with which to understand the role of religious practices and beliefs in health & healing

· to consider ways in which religion frames and interprets illness/healing/health and how religion may be an asset or hindrance to healing/health

Required Texts

Linda Barnes and Susan Sered, eds. 2005. Religion and Healing in America 
Anne Fadiman. 1997. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 

Joyce Flueckiger. 2006. In Amma's Healing Room: Gender & Vernacular Islam in South India

William LaFleur. 1992. Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan.
Articles (alphabetical order) indicated by * on syllabus; 
Biesele, Megan, and Robbie Davis-Floyd. 1996. "Dying as Medical Performance: The Oncologist 

as Charon." In The Performance of Healing, ed. Carol Laderman and Marina Roseman 
[e-reserve]
Charon, Rita. 2006. Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness. Selections [handout]
Crawford, Suzanne. 2006. Chapter 1, “Religion, Healing, and the Body,” pg. 29-45 in Teaching 

Religion and Healing, ed. Linda L. Barnes & Ines M. Talamantez [e-reserve]
Davis-Floyd, Robbie, and Carolyn Sargent, “Introduction,” Childbirth & Authoritative 


Knowledge [Emory online net library]

Hahn, Robert A. 1995. “The Universe of Sickness.” Ch. 1, Sickness and Healing: An 


Anthropological Perspective [handout]
Inhorn, Marcia. 1996. Ch. 1 & 2, Infertility and Patriarchy: The Cultural Politics of Gender &

 Family Life in Egypt [Emory online net library]
Jordan, Brigitte. 1997.  Authoritative Knowledge and Its Construction,” in Childbirth and 

Authoritative  Knowedge, ed. R. Davisi-Floyd and C. Sargent. [Emory online net library]

Mattingly, Cheryl, and Linda Garro.  2000. Narrative & the Cultural Construction of Illness and 

Healing [e-reserve]
Magesa, Laurenti. 1997. “Restoring the Force of Life,” ch. 6 of African Religion: The Moral 

Traditions of Abundant Life [e-reserve]
Narayan, Uma. 1997. “Cross-Cultural Connections, Border Crossings and ‘Death by Culture’: 


Thinking about Dowry-Murders in India and Domestic Violence Murders in the US.” In  

	
Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions, and Third-World Feminism [e-reserve]
	


Sered, Susan. 1986. “Rachel’s Tomb and the Milk Grottow of the Virgin Mary: Two Women’s 

Shrines in Bethlehem” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 2, no. 2: 7-22 [e-journal] 
Taylor, Janelle, S. 2003. “The Story Catches You and You Fall Down: Tragedy, Ethnography, 

and ‘Cultural Competence.’ Medical Anthropology Quarterly 17 (2): 159-181 [ e-reserve]
Course Requirements

Class participation and response papers: one per week, 1-2 pages – 50 % -- to be posted on class Blackboard site by Monday 5 p.m., so that they can be incorporated into class discussions the following day.
These one-page reflections may be in response to class readings or news stories that address issues of health/healing and religion. They should address the assumptions authors make regarding religion, health, and healing and elements of religious/cultural practice that may be missing from these frameworks. 

Research paper & presentation: 10-12 pg for undergraduates; 15–18 pg for grad students -50%
This paper may include other formats such as powerpoint presentation to a particular audience in your field, in which case the page requirements can be negotiated. Please consult with instructors if you want to pursue an alternate format to the standard research paper.
A fieldwork-research component is encouraged. Please look through the “Additional Readings” at the end of syllabus for ideas and the range of ways in which the topic of religion and health/healing have been approached. We can cover only a sample of these, and your paper gives you the opportunity to pursue individual interests that may not have been covered in class. 
Possible kinds of topics:
1) a health issue within particular religious tradition (for example, practices of death & dying, reproductive health practices, HIV/AIDS, anorexia, and many others, within a particular religious community/tradition) 
2) the effects of a particular religious concept on health/healing, such as karma or 
concepts of the afterlife
3) relationships between religion and health at particular healthcare institutions such as a birthing center, home health care, eldercare center, clinic or hospital ward
4) focus on a structural issue in health care and the role religion plays in these, such as 
universal healthcare/health insurance or care for elders
5)  an issue of medical ethics and the role of religion in framing such issues in particular communities, such as euthanasia and end of life issues, organ transplant, reproductive health interventions
6) Science, religion and health

Syllabus
Sept. 2 Week 1: Introduction & parameters of the class

Assumptions, goals, and interpretive frameworks of the disciplines

Religious studies, theological studies, medical anthropology, public health

Illness narrative: narrate (in this case through writing) an illness/healing experience that you have had personally or that you have witnessed at the individual, family and/or community level. What are the assumptions in this story re: what constitutes health/illness, was/where was religion visible or implicated, what were the responses of the health practitioners, patient, family, religious community involved? Where were issues of gender and multiple authorities visible?  Have you heard this story told multiple times (by whom? in what contexts?) or is it primarily an unspoken story? Where are the silences in the story; what may have been left unsaid? Where does primary “agency”/decision-making lie in the narrative—with the illness, health practitioners, the narrator or subject of the illness? 
We will keep these illness narratives and return to them throughout the semester, asking of them new questions and analyzing them with new frameworks as we discuss them in class.


Critical Terms

Religion, faith, spirituality 
Orthodoxy, orthopraxy
Religious law, authority
Illness and disease

Health, healing as religious idioms
Multiple resort to healing systems
Cultural competency, religious literacy

Contextualization cues – cues for where/how religion matters in contexts of health & healing
Sept. 9 Week  2: Broad Worldviews Affecting Health and Healing

Monotheistic and polytheistic imaginations

Context-specific/context-free cultures

Vernacular/local and universal/pan-regional expressions of religious traditions

Sources of authority

Theodicy

Concepts of the self; concepts of body

Readings: Barnes & Sered: Introduction -- ch. 1: "The Cult of Saints and the Reimagination of Space and Time of Sickness in Twentieth-Century American Catholicism "; 

ch 6: “Miraculous Migrants to the city of Angels”;  ch. 19: "Multiple Meanings of Chinese Healing in the United States" ; ch. 25:  “Dimensions of Islamic Religious Healing in America”

*Jordan, “Authoritative Knowledge and Its Construction” 
*Crawford, “Religion, Healing, and the Body"

*Hahn, “The Universe of Sickness”

Film: TBA
Sept. 16 Week  3: Worldviews cont. 

Reading: Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan
Guest speaker: Roger Rochat, School of Public Health 

Sept. 23 Week  4: Illness and Health Narratives

*Selected readings from  Narrative & the Cultural Construction of Illness and Healing and 

Narrative Medicine
Life & Hard Times of a Korean Shaman [life history narrative]

Film: "An Initiation Kut for a Korean Shaman"
Sept. 30 Week  5: Religion is Health / Health is Religion
The case of African religions – Annie Hardison-Moody
Readings: *Magesa, “Restoring the Force of Life”
 Barnes & Sered, ch. 7: “God Made a Miracle in 
My Life” “Latino Pentecostal Healing in the 

Borderlands” 
Oct. 7 Week  6: Levels of health/healing: individual, family, community
Guest speaker: Mimi Kiser, School of Public Health
See African Religious Health Assets Programme (ARHAP) website at: arhap.uct.ac.za/publications.php#researchreports

Readings to be announced.

Oct. 14

 FALL BREAK 

Oct. 21 Week 7: Religion, health, and trauma 
Guest speaker: Asha Ahmed, Center for Torture & Trauma Survivors,
Dekalb County Board of Health
Readings: *Uma Narayan, “Cross-Cultural Connections, Border Crossings and ‘Death by 


Culture’” 
 Barnes & Sered:  ch. 9, "Religious Healing among War-Traumatized African Immigrants";
 ch. 10: “Making Wanga: Reality Constructions and the Magical Manipulation of Power”
Oct. 28 Week 8:  Gender, religion and healing/health

Readings: *Marcia Inhorn, Ch. 1 “Infertility and Patriarchy” and Ch. 2 “Missing Motherhood,” 
Infertility and Patriarchy

*Sered, “Rachel’s Tomb & the Milk Grotto of the Virgin Mary”
Barnes & Sered: ch. 14, “Healing as Resistance”; ch. 17, “Jesus is My Doctor”

Nov. 4 Week 9:
Religious frameworks and rituals at beginning and end of life

Beginning of life Readings: *Introduction to Childbirth & Authoritative Knowledge; 
Barnes & Sered: ch. 4, “Procreating Women and Religion”
End of life Readings:*Biesele and David-Floyd, "Dying as Medical Performance”; 
Barnes & Sered, ch. 13: "Spirituality and Aging in the San Francisco Japanese Community"
Further readings TBA.

Case Study Ethnographies: Widening Contexts
Nov. 11 Week 10:
Joyce Flueckiger, In Amma's Healing Room
Guest Speaker: Chuck Raison, Department of Psychiatry, Emory Medical School

Nov. 18 Week 11: 
Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 

Film: “Between Two Worlds: The Hmong Shaman in America”

Additional Reading: *Taylor, “The Story Catches You and You Fall Down”
Nov. 25, Dec. 2 & 3: Student Research Presentations

Related Readings on Religion, Health & Healing
Lori Arviso Alvord and Elizabeth Cohen Van Pelt. 1999. The Scalpel and the Silver Bear, 

 (biomedicine and Navajo healing systems)
Linda Barnes and Ines Talamantez. 2006. Teaching Religion and Healing 
Ron Barrett. 2008. Aghor Medicine: Pollution, Death, and Healing in Northern India 
Richard Brenneman. 1990. Deadly Blessings: Faith Healing on Trial 
Karen McCarthy Brown. 1991. Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in New York 
Rita Charon. 2006. Narrative Medicine: Honoring the Stories of Illness

Adam K. A. Chepkwony. Religion and Health in Africa : Reflections for Theology in the 


21st century.
Michael Cohen. 2006. Healing at the Borderland of Medicine and Religion

Thomas Csordas, Body/Meaning/Healing

_____. 1994. The Sacred Self: A Cultural Phenomenology of Charismatic Healing 
William Cutter, ed. 2007. Healing and the Jewish Imagination: Spiritual and Practical 


Perspectives on Judaism and Health.

Yeshi Donden. 1986. Health Through Balance: An Introduction to Tibetan Medicine 
Larry Dossey. 1993. Healing Words: the Power of Prayer and the Practice of Medicine 
Paul Farmer. 2005. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor 
Sharla Fett, 2002. Working Cures: Healing, Health and Power on Southern Slave Plantations , 

Sander Gilman. 1991. The Jews Body 
Robert Hahn. 1996 Sickness and Healing: An Anthropological Perspective 
________, ed, 1999. Anthropology in Public Health: Bridging Differences in Culture and Society
Hammond-Tooke, W. D. 1989.  Rituals and Medicines: Indigenous Healing in South Africa
M. Cameron Hay. 2001. Remembering to Live: Illness at the Intersection of Anxiety and 


Knowledge in Rural Indonesia.

Marcia Inhorn and Peter J. Brown, eds. 1997. The Anthropology of Infectious Disease: 

International Health Perspectives.
Sudhir Kakar. 1982. Shamans, Mystics, and Doctors: A Psychological Inquiry into India and Its 


Healing Traditions 
Ted Kaptchuk. 2000. The Web That Has No Weaver: Understanding Chinese Medicine 

Tracy Kidder. 2003. Mountains beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who 

Would Cure the World 
David Kinsley. 1996. Health, Healing and Religion: A Crosscultural Perspective

Arthur Kleinman. 1988. The Illness Narrative: Suffering, Healing, and the Human Condition 
Harold Koenig. 2002. The Link between Religion and Health: Psychoneuroimmunology and the 

Faith Factor
__________. 2001. Handbook of Religion and Health.
 Joan D. Koss-Chioino and Philip Hefner. 2006. Spiritual Transformation and Healing: 


Anthropological, Theological, Neuroscientific, and Clinical Perspectives.

Carol Laderman. 1996.  The Performance of Healing 
J. Lipson, S. Dibble, P. Minarik, eds. 1996. Culture and Nursing Care: A Pocket Guide
Cheryl Mattingly and Linda Garro. 2000. Narrative and the Cultural Construction of Illness and 


Healing.

Jacques Mercier. 1997.  Art that Heals: The Image as Medicine in Ethiopia.

Stephanie Mitchem.  2007. African American Folk Healing 

Daniel Moerman. 2002. Meaning, Medicine and the ‘Placebo Effect’

Joanne Mulcahy. 2001. Birth and Rebirth on an Alaskan Island: the Life of an Alutiiq Healer
Ronald Numbers and Darrel Amundsen, eds. 1986. Caring and Curing: Health and Medicine in 

the Western Religious Traditions 
Margarite Fernandez Olmos. 2001. Healing Cultures: Art and Religion as Curative Practices in 


the Caribbean and Its Diaspora 
G. C. Oosthuizen. 1989. Afro-Christian Religion and Healing in Southern Africa 
Chikako Ozawa-de Silva. 2006. Psychotherapy and Religion in Japan : the Japanese 

Introspection Practice of Naikan
Candace Pert. 1997.  Molecules of Emotion: The Science Behind Bodymind Medicine 
Stephen Prothero. 2007. Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know—and Doesn’t 
Fazlur Rahman. 1987. Health and Medicine in the Islamic Tradition: Change and Identity 

I. Sindiga, C. Nyaigotti-Chacha and Mary Peter Kanunah. 1995. Traditional Medicine in Africa
Loudell Snow. 1993. Walkin' Over Medicine [African American traditions]
Esther Sternberg. 2001. The Balance Within: the Science Connecting Health and Emotions
L. Sullivan, ed. 1989. Healing and Restoring: Health and Medicine in the World's Religions 
Cecilia Van Hollen. 2003. Birth on the Threshold: Childbirth and Modernity in South India 

Johan Wedel. 2004. Santeria Healing: A Journey into the Afro-Cuban World of Divinities, 


Spirits, and Sorcery
	 Emory Honors Theses Re: Religion & Health 
	



Sarah Blenner. 2007. Reinventing Tevillot: An Exploratin of Nontradition Mikvah Use.
Sejal Choksi. 1998. South Asian Indians in Atlanta: Generational Differences in Knowledge and 

Practice of the Ayurvedic Theory of Medicine.

Viraj Patel. 2002.  Health, Healing, and Ritual Among Hindus in the United States
Erica Rosenbaum. 1999. Transforming the Body, Transforming the Soul: A Study of an Orthodox 

Jewish Female Healer
Angela Sanchez. 2002.  Illness and Injury Narratives among Mexican Migrant Workers in 


Atlanta: An Anthropological Analysis
